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ANNUAL VDA DAY ON THE HILL

Twelve members of the Tidewater Dental Association
attended the Annual VDA Day on the Hill on January 18,
2019. The key note address featured Lieutenant Governor
Justin Fairfax, an attorney, a graduate of Duke and Columbia
Universities, and a board member of Duke University.

He spoke to the Virginia Dental Association members
on several dental issues, and enthusiastically applauded the
VDA’s Missions of Mercy, Donated Dental Services, and Give
Kids a Smile programs. His wife is a practicing dentist in
Fairfax, and he spoke very knowledgably about the finan-
cial and business challenges dentists face today.

Later on that same day, he stepped on the dais of the
Virginia Senate to protest a commemoration of Robert E.
Lee. He described the freedom document of his great-great-
great grandfather, which he received only last year.  Before
he went to the General Assembly, he gave the VDA mem-
bers a brief history of how this document was presented to
him last January at his inauguration, and how his family
name was acquired from Lord Fairfax, who freed his ances-
tor. It was a very moving story, and was a stirring example
of an American success story.

Drs Laxa, Clark, Morgan, Meares, Zapatero, Leidy, Rogge
with Sen DeSteph’s aide

Drs. Clarke, Hendricks, Hamlin, Morgan, Meares, Zapatero, Laxa
with Del Chris Stolle

Drs. Rogge, Meares and Zapatero with Del Jason Miyares

New Phone Number for TDA Office
757-481-2200
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Drugmakers Raise Prices on Hundreds of Medicines
The Wall Street Journal (1/1, A1, Hopkins, Subscription Publication) reports
that a new analysis from Rx Savings Solutions shows pharmaceutical compa-
nies are increasing prices on hundreds of drugs this year. According to the
analysis, more than three dozen drugmakers raised prices on hundreds of
medicines Tuesday. The Journal adds that overall, the price increases are in
excess of inflation.

Price-Fixing is Rampant
in Generic Drug Industry, Investigators Say

The Los Angeles Times (12/13, Rowland) reports investigators say that the
generic drug industry is full of price-fixing schemes, and that executives at
big generics companies “had a form of shorthand to describe how they con-
ducted business.” The article outlines some of the terms used by insiders to
fix prices, and describes the evolution of a small antitrust lawsuit brought in
2016 that “has exploded into an investigation of alleged price-fixing involving
at least 16 companies and 300 drugs.”

Drugs Issues

• • •
ADA, Other Organizations Ask Congress

To Permanently Repeal Medical Device Tax

The ADA News (12/12, Garvin) reports that the American Dental Association
and “more than 140 other organizations” are “asking Congress to permanently
repeal the medical device tax, although it appears the only move Congress is
taking so far is a proposed 5-year moratorium.”

The article reports that in a December 5 letter to congressional leaders,
the “stakeholders shared their ‘deep concern’ regarding the impact of the
medical device excise tax – which is scheduled to be reinstated in 2020 – and
the future of medical technology innovation.” In the letter, the groups call
for a “full repeal” of the device tax so that “the medical technology industry
can continue innovating new approaches to managing chronic health issues,
improving the overall quality of life and developing technologies that could
revolutionize the way we treat disease and illness in this country.”

A week after the stakeholders sent the letter, “the U.S. House Ways & Means
Committee introduced legislation that called for a 5-year moratorium on the
medical device tax – delaying it until 2025.”

Settlement In Class Action Lawsuit Against Dental Companies
The ADA News (1/10, Garvin) reports that a federal court “approved the $80
million settlement agreement in a class action lawsuit against dental product
companies accused of violating antitrust laws by fixing prices on dental equip-
ment and supplies.” The preliminary approval of the settlement issued on
Tuesday, Jan. 8, indicates “any person or company that purchased dental prod-
ucts directly from Henry Schein, Patterson, Benco, Burkhart or any combi-
nation of those companies between Aug. 31, 2008, and March 31, 2016, may
participate in the class.”  The article reports that “dental products and equip-
ment covered in the suit include such items as gloves, hand instruments,
face masks, toothbrushes, anesthetic solutions, imaging devices, dental chairs,
CAD/CAM systems, and the like.”

• • •



President’s Message

January 18 marked the annual Virginia Dental Associa-
tion Day on the Hill in Richmond, Virginia. This was my first
time attending this event along with the other members
from throughout the Commonwealth. The Virginia Dental
Association member dentists had a great showing, filling
up the ballroom at the Omni Richmond Hotel. Lieutenant
Governor Justin Fairfax was our guest speaker for the morn-
ing breakfast meeting. To have someone in that position,
that is personally tied to our profession, is such a privilege.
His wife, Dr. Cerina Fairfax, is a VDA member practicing in
Northern Virginia.

Our main efforts for this year was focused on House Bill
No. 1682. This bill would require transparency when insur-
ance companies lease out their networks. Our Tidewater
Dental Association members went room to room in the
Pocahontas Building, meeting with different legislators to
discuss the bill, and its impact on our profession.  It is this
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Drs. Laxa, Hamlin, Hendricks, Zapatero, Morgan, Meares, Clarke
with Del Barry Knight

team effort that I enjoy most about my membership with
the TDA, VDA, and ADA.

As we all know, our profession goes through many changes.
I think it is safe to say there will be more issues that arise in
our profession that will require “boots on the ground” to con-
tinue to protect it. Without all of the volunteers at the TDA
and VDA levels, what would happen to our profession?  For-
tunately, our membership at the VDA and TDA has stayed
strong.  We have reached historic numbers in membership
with over 3000 active licensed members. Let us continue
this upward trend, and I urge you to take advantage of the
renewal process for your membership. Reach out to your
colleagues who may not be members, and remind them how
much your tripartite membership does for our profession.

Benefits at the local level:
— Legislative Committee (addresses issues affecting the

dental profession)
— Patient Relations/Peer Review Committee (mediation -

hearing patient disputes)
— Continuing Education (TDA is an ADA-CERP recognized

provider and AGD PACE provider)
— Quarterly Newsletter (Tide-Dent News)
— Socials
— Camaraderie of fellow professionals
— Volunteer Opportunities

Sincerely,

Adrian M. Laxa, D.D.S.

A Step Closer!  Jan 23, 2019  •VDA Bill HB1682 advances!
Many thanks to the nearly 100 VDA dentists and VCU

dental students who attended the VDA Day on the Hill on
January 18!  Largely due to the legislative contacts made
by members during that day and prior, HB1682 passed the
full House on January 21.  It is now moving forward to be
reviewed by the Senate.

If you were unable to attend the Day on the Hill?  You
can still make an impact!
• Thank your Delegate for supporting HB1682 and contact

your state Senator today and ask that they support
HB1682 and sign on as a co-patron.

• How should you communicate with your legislators?
— Email or mail a personal note to your legislators with

a copy of the HB1682, available at
(https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+HB1682)

and talking points, available at
(https://www.vadental.org/docs/librariesprovider51/default-

document-library/vda-hb1682-talking-points.pdf?sfvrsn=2)

— Request a meeting with your legislators and meet with
them- schedule a visit with them in Richmond or
back in the district.  Share the information on
HB1682 with them during the meeting.

— Call your legislators’ offices and ask to speak with an
aide or assistant to share the bill information with
them over the phone.

Need Assistance finding your legislators or contacting them?
• To find your legislators (Delegate and Senator), please

visit http://whosmy.virginiageneralassembly.gov/ and fill
in your home address.
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Janson Greene, Drs. Adrian Laxa & Harlan Hendricks, Jon Maguire

Drs. Jessica Clark, Emmy Garcia, Kristen Maddux

FALL SOCIAL AND NEW MEMBER GREET
The Tidewater Dental Association had a Social on

Thursday, November 8, 2018, at the historic Cavalier Hotel
in Virginia Beach. Members gathered in the Hunt Room,
enjoying delightful hors d’oeuvres and fine beers and cock-
tails. It was particularly rewarding to see new dentists and
non-members engaging with the executive committee of the
TDA. Future social events are being planned, so look for
postings on the TDA website and the TideDent News.

THANK YOU TO OUR SOCIAL SPONSORS

PNC representative Janson Greene, VP Healthcare Business
Banking and Jon Maguire from BioHorizons attended the
event. Both are pictured to the right.

• • •

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Adam Becker

Robert Brandt

Tetyana McCain

Ketan Patel

Mark Turkewitz

YOUNG TIDE-DENT READER
• • •

Zoe (age 4), daughter of Dr. Zaneta Hamlin
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Last week I met the Virginia
Lieutenant Governor, Justin
Fairfax, for the first time, at the
annual VDA Day on the Hill. I
have been to quite a few of these
events, and every year, a mem-
ber of the General Assembly
who has been sympathetic to
the goals of the VDA delivers a
keynote speech. Past keynote
speakers generally deliver a
well-rehearsed script on how
hard the General Assembly
works, and the challenges of the upcoming session.  In this
case, I was more interested than usual in this very accom-
plished young attorney, who also happens to be married to
a dentist in Fairfax. A graduate of Columbia and Duke, he
is on the board of Duke University.

Mr. Fairfax spoke knowledgably and with enthusiasm
about the accomplishments of Virginia dentists: Missions
of Mercy, Donated Dental Services, Give Kids a Smile, and
more.  He discussed the dental practice which he and his
wife purchased and the financial and business challenges
they face every day.  His knowledge of insurance company
strategies to withhold or deny payments was impressive,
and he was very supportive of using legislation to keep a
level playing field.  In the past, most of the Day on the Hill
speakers rushed out of the room after taking a few ques-

tions.  Lieutenant Governor Fairfax went around the room
and spoke to every dentist personally, and meaningfully.
He set a very high bar for any legislator who addresses the
VDA in the future.

The toxic environment in Washington that inhibits
progress, and has shut down our government, has increased
my skepticism about the future success of our democracy.
Occasionally, some of this partisan toxicity emerges in our
General Assembly. The enthusiasm, intelligence, and vision
of Mr. Fairfax and other young legislators I have met in the
Virginia House of Delegates and Senate give me fresh hope
for the future. Instead of a “winning is everything” attitude,
and personally attacking individuals, I find that much of
the younger generation is more focused on discussing real
issues, and collaborating to find fair compromise and solu-
tions. If this enthusiasm by new faces coming into state and
federal government can increase engagement by all of our
citizens, we can all benefit.

I am also concerned that the demise of newspapers and
the growing influence of social media continues to increase
the divisiveness present among the public. Creative use of
new communication technology has the potential to improve
our national and state dialog, and I hope that the leaders of
tomorrow learn to use this technology well and for the good
of all.

I sincerely hope that the Lieutenant Governor, and other
emerging dedicated individuals like him, can lead the coun-
try into a new phase of cooperation and real improvement.

PROBING THOUGHTS
by Rod Rogge

Free continuing education through the VDA
The Virginia Dental Association is excited to continue

offering the CE Bites series at the VDA office in 2019!
Details on the next two courses:
— Treatment Planning for Long-term Success and
— Periodontics and Beyond

can be found on the CE Bites web page https://

www.vadental.org/events/ce-bites.  Keep an eye on the CE
Bites page where the VDA will announce additional courses
and updates about our online offerings.

What is CE Bites? It’s a snack-sized view into the current
state of dentistry. The courses are be targeted for recent
graduates up to DDS10 and will feature practice manage-
ment experts, Richmond-area specialists, pharmacology
resources and courses determined by you!

Remember, these courses are FREE for VDA members
and worth 2 CE credits each. Space is limited to the first 20
dentists who register, so reserve your spot today!

• • •

LTGOV  FAIRFAX
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Dental Access to Care Programs
in Hampton Roads

Chesapeake Care Free Clinic
• (757) 201-9867
• website: www.chesapeakecare.org
• contact person:  Ms. Heidi Swartz

Healthy Smiles Dental Clinic
• 664 Lincoln Street, Portsmouth
• (757) 397-1466
• Website:  www.hrchc.org
• contact person:  Ms. Ginger Melton

Park Place Dental Clinic
• (757) 683-2692
• Jennifer Goodwin, Executive Director
• Website:  www.parkplaceclinic.org

Peninsula Institute for Community Health
• six primary care sites
• website: www.pich.org/pages/locations.html

Western Tidewater Free Clinic
• Dental Coordinator:  Joni Webber
• Jwebber@Wtfreeclinic.org
• 757-923-1060  Ext. 7019

Spring CE
Friday, March 15, 2019

OSHA and Infection Control Made Easy for Dentistry
8:00 am tio 12:00 pm

4 CE Credits
Norfolk Yacht & Country Club

More details coming early February

Fellow Dinner
March 21, 2019

TDA’s Annual Business Meeting and Dinner
Wednesday, August 14, 2019

2019 Virginia Meeting
September 25 - 29

Richmond Marriott (downtown)
Additional details coming soon

See vadental.org <http://vadental.org>

UPCOMING EVENTS WANT TO DISCOUNT
YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES?

Did you know that the ADA will give you $100 for every
eligible non-member you help join the fold? Did you know
that you can recruit up to 5 non-members a year? Did you
know that the VDA will also give you $200 for every eligible
recruit? Did you know that there’s no limit to the amount
of VDA incentives you can get a year? You know what this
means, right? Help us reach out to your non-member col-
leagues to share our wins from 2018 and our plan for 2019
and you could earn as much as $1500 a year. We’ll give you
the tools—just contact our Member Advocate Sarah Mattes
Marshall (mattes@vadental.org) to get started.

Flexible Dues Payment Options
Do you want to renew but you’re not ready for that

charge to go through? Sign up for a payment plan and we
can process your single charge or monthly charges in the
new year. Log on today to pay your invoice and select one
of our auto-renew payment options at check out. Questions?
Call us at 804.288.5750.

Don’t forget the easiest way to make a contribution to
the VDA PAC is with your 2019 renewal.


